FATHER DUNCAN'S COLONY.

AN ATTENPT IN CONGRESR TO GRAR
METLAKARYLA ISLAND.

Emtor on the Ceamt of
Alnska Threatoned by Sold Maniors-Trane
ermation Wivetod By & Seed Man In
& Wribe of nmavage Undiam Cannibale
Wasnixorox, March 5.—Secretary Rilss Is

very much Interested In the defeat of a bill
now pending befora Congress, which, If passed,

L]

would mean the practical destruction of that in-

teresting colony on Metlakahtia Taland, off the
coast of Alaska. Asan evidenos of his interest
fn tho matter, Mr. Hlisa han alroady made sev-
eral reports condemning the bill, and he Is now
preparing a statement for Congress showing tho
history of the Indiana on the island and their
elaim o the protection of the Interior Depart.
ment and of Congress,

Booause of the Alscovery of gold-bearing
ledgos on Lhe Ialand eertaln men who are not
=illing to brave the dangers of the pursuit of
wold In the intevior ptopose to take from the
solony of Indiana tho greater part of the ialand,
which the Indiana have trinsformed from a
wilderness Into a respectable, law-abidine and
melfaustalning colony, and relegate them to n
remote portion of the island whero they will
find 1t abrolntely impomssible to exist. In the
epinion ot Mr. Bliss and of Father Duncan, ths
heoad of the colony, thin would mean the utter
destruction of all the good work done In the
last thirty yoars and stamp out the elvillzation
which has taken root in this wild region. As
poon as Becretary Bliss hoard of the dosigns
sgninst the colony he wrote to Mr. Willinm
Duncan, who is better known to the world of
philanthrophy as “Father” Duncan, the title
baring been bestowed on him by the Indians,
who have been his children. Mr, Duncan re-
celved the newn with tho greatest sorrow and
agitation. He could not describe the conster
nation into which the colony was thrown by
the roceipt of this unoxpoected blow. Ie
made overy affort to take the first ateamer down
the coast in the hope that he could arrive at
Washington In time to avort the catastrophe,
but found that his people conld not spare him
at once, 80 ho pent a letter, a touching appeal
for time, and this letter Mr. liliss haa for.
warded to Congress

In it Father Duncan says that as soon as the
lotter was recelved from Mr. Hlias he called a
full meeting of the inhabitants of the town,
They had been anxious for two years, thinking
that something might be attempted that would
Interfera with their happiness on necount of
the presence of the gold-bearing rock on their
faland. It was unanimously agreed that writ-
fng could not adequately express tholr feelings
or rovoal the true situation, but that Father
Duncan should go at once to Washington, He
boped 1o do so by the first boat, but could not
get away, Then he gave an outline of the his-
tory of the colony. He gald that the Trem-
shean community found the faland in 1847
without an inhabltant. The 800 cmigrants des
clded to sottle there and did ao, ‘They swore
alleglance to the Uniteld States and took out
the rroper papers nt Sitka, giving them pos-
messlon of the island. Everything went well
until two years ago, when they found that white
men were prospocting on the island. 1t was re-
ported that they had found no gold, Father
Dunenn then went on to say that Congress in
1801 reserved the island for the oxclusive use
of tho community until such time ns it should
take other netion, ‘The colonists regardod this
&8 an absoluto gift as long ns the colony should
obey the laws nf the country,

I'he people erectod a town which calls forth
expressions of admiration and wonder from all
who sce it. The people are lnw-nbiding, indus.
trious, self-supparting, and proeressive., No
intoxicants have over been sold on the Island
and there has never been a criminnl there.
They have achools, o town hall, und the largest
church and congregation in Alaskn. 1f the
bill becomes n law thie youth of hoth sexes would
be exposed to the i and Inwl of &
muning cump and the only wethod of pre.
parving them would be removal. Father Dun-
can urged the further Isolintion and protection
of the natives from the vicious whites, The hill

ng In Congress would injure them mor.

ally and materially, he sald, taking away their
water power, on which depend tholr sawmiil
mon cannery, and thelr supply of drink-

ing water for themeolves and shipa, It would
robthem of thelr salmon,one of the chief sonrres
of their support. It wonld reduce their tim-

r supply, and would render the jsland com-
punure:r worthless as a home. Mr. Duncan

Id Le did not beileve there was enumfh old
on the island to pay for working it, but if there
was gold the (ninnders needed it and should

have it.

The history of Motlakahtln and the Trem-
shean community is one of the romances of the
mineteenth century. It Is practically the hLis-
tory of ono brave man who has devoted his 1ie
to caring for and civilizing a whid tribe of In-
dl une colony was founded in Hritish Co-
luribla; it proved successful and everything
wins proceeding matisfactorily unti) the Injus-
Hoo of the Governmant drave them forth, They
ubandoned their town and thelr faris and
emigraled to the United States, They took
possesslon of their isiandSreasod their houses
and thled thelr turms In peace snd security,
Now they eall on this Government not to ropeat

injustice of the Britleh Government, but to
sliow them to lead their peacelul existonce in
that-out-of-the way coroer of the globe,

Tho colony {8 not o reiigious encerprisg, al-
thourh founded under relgious auspices, It
is & colony based on communistic and socialis-

¢ lUnas und bound toguiner by religious ties,

t wmight be sain that the creed of these Indlans
s the uolden Hule, to which they havo alwass
Mived up, Mre, Duncan was employed in s com-
merclel house In London In 1857 when Capt.
Provost returned from s cruleo along the coast,
af Alaska anid brought Informatiog of the exlst-
ence of s particiurly harbarous tribo of Tn-
dlans in Britdsn Co umbin,  Mr, Duncan re-
soived 0 go to thom asan nissionary, Ho
found thew degraded, cannibuls, tlend wor-
shippors, superstitious and practicing revolting
ceremonies.  Vaking his life in lis hand he
wont aniong them, learning their Inngunge from
an inerproter and studyine thelr charncteris-
t‘t‘? night and day, Uno false step meant his

tant doath and obliteration.  His chief
encmy was the medicine man, who one time
wont to kill hiw, bul was cowed by his faithiul
supoartar, the interproter,  Mr, Dincan taught
thun the princlpiea of l?htluu;nl.hy: not tho
g:odn. but tho Emundwork almplitfed &0 as to

understood Ly them. He found them will-
ing to liston and to learn, They wero intelli-
gont and progrossive. He nursed them b slvk-
Bess, tiught thim and their children: proached
Lo thow sud In overy way acted as thelr frlond

Ide. My degrees he became Influential
and they rospscted bim for his kindness and bis
superiority.  But it wus not long before ho hiad

sneinios, not among the natives, for those who
oppused himn either left tho ¢olony or becae
eonverted, but nmong the traders, who foun
they could no longar dlapose of their Hquor and
olr clicap ornnments at enormous profit, 'Ihe
udpon llay l.um;um:' arrayod ltsell wgninst
doy, as it toought he way attempling to become
trader bluself, ‘Yhe alave teaders and the
iquor dealers atrove to break hils Influsnce,
even ;iulng a0 far &= Lo attempt to kil him,
After four y grs of Inbor Mr, Duncan found be
onld muster & tair list of sonveris and he derer-
minel Lo rewove irom the viclnity of Fort
Bimpron 10 Motlakahtia, the site of an old vil-
o of the Tremsheans, and thero found a col-
ony, He did so0 and lald down the following
roles, wiich hawve alnce forwed the lnws for the
colony:

L. To give up thelr ** Ahud," or Indlan deviitry.

¥ Tu vense calllog it Shamsos, or medicins men,
when sick.

U Tueease gamhbling,

g. To comae giving away thelr property for Alaplay.

. Tocews indulnng i Intoxlcating vrioks,

0. Tocease puinting thelr faces,

7. Torest o the Babi sth,

B, To atvwnd religiogs insiruetion,

9. To seud thelr . Wildren ta school,

10, To e clean iy,

11. To be inuustirioas,

19, Tu be !rr coful

18, To ko liberal and honest 1o trade.

1; To bulid neat houges

18, Tu pay the viilage tax,

To those urticloa some fifty mon, women, nnd
ehiliren subscrived, and, miaking o ratt o
the bourds froin the schualliouee, they il
for their new home, Soon i ter thele wrelval
Bt Motlakahtin & large teet of bosts rewchied
thoro, caring 300 reorulls, meluding soveral

Fotake the place of the natlonnl pas-
Hme, gambling, Mr, Duncan Introdaced athle o
ris, ‘l'o develop tuelr industry ho taughe

o0 new trades nod arraugnd for the Lrans-
portation and sale of their products, Slavery
Was comimon, but ho would periit nons of It 1n

ooluny. At one Lme be was forved to seige,
conliscate, and burn the vessel of & lguor trad-
or who sought Lo [mpose his wires on tho cam-
munity, Hwallpox ravagoed the coist, bul anly
ve the urlr-inll colony wero lost, as Mr,
uncan Insiated on }‘m‘rlmmu’ thowm all Then
Hudson Hay Cowpany refused hlon wup-
pliea, and Le was cowpolled 1o market his
I He secured subscriptioas fram the In:

s, each coniributing whai he could, ani
ue obtalned & vesscl, owned and operated by

colony. A village »store, a co-oporative
stack company, and a savings bank wors s
Lablished. " A ‘town government was fortiel,

the Iuldiaus elocting the oficers, buv Mr, L
can retuining supervision and control. A new
town was bulli, every une taklng partliular
rrlde I his own . houss, both in the erection and
n the malntenance of Il. As un exumiple of

o ru: swhich Mr. Buncan did the case of
of nlo (n cited. Legale was the chiof of

| the ohlefs of the Tremsheans. Mr. Jiun.
:::l t lntroduction to hini was whes by

leading u cannibal 1 tearing and
Bosh of & Mm Woumas.

fomght a,, wm
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e became more friendly and
snorifioing his aienity and
eom.tl::zrannraligd“mrl jolning the

r‘
where the wid ohieftain becamn a ter
and a cabinet maker, securing an exocellent r“»
umation for ml‘n\ne— and _Indnstry, His
ovonverslon was consl lered nlinflar to that of St
I"ulnl .I':d ho mnl! Ml!u ‘:s..m mﬁe that saint,
be nown As . e

!'!.:ﬁnrdld thafame of tho colony and Its found-
er aproad th.t from all portions of the country
delegations of Indians _came to see for tham-
solves the wonders he Had wrought. At ons
time 500 Chiloats came o pay a visft and re
turned with the resolution o adopt the ways of
the white man, KExplorers, sclontista, siates:
men from all over the world visited the eo!mi,r
aml roturned to tell of what they h n, In
1976 Lord DufMerin, Governor-(ioneral of Can-
adn, and his wife visited the 'lﬂﬂi and praised
the work which Mr. Duncan %ld one,

Hut In 1581 the colony was attacked, disor-

nized and disripted on account of religions
iMerences, ‘The Indlans could undergtand the
simple Chrlstinnity taught lhemﬂ?{ r. n-
can, but they conld not indersiand th

of England, The trouble came about use
Mr. Duncan refused to take orde “‘Llh:hm'
duce the forni of worship of the Established
Church. .mm‘- N.mahmnllftglnnst {\:rgn 'I:tt!ng

nd correspondence the Biaho
wp b PAenne At Mnt}nhmfl. abruptly dl
mis him from the service of the ml ALY
socioty which orlzin lmah ed him to o
Britigh Colutobla, and t endeavored to force
upon the Indians the Church of England.
The history of the atiempt of the Bishop and
he agents of tho soclety to oust Mr. Duncan is
ong and painful, It is sufticlent to say that
they succesded and thereby destroyed the col-
ony and their influence over the Indians.  The
lutter did not unders the naturs of the

llll';ﬂl. 0 A lllllh'u'u Enudn.‘l. !Eovrvgsf; lht;‘
Mr, Dancan, their ond and gulde -
five yoars, had been attacked, and they rallied
to his support. During the su ing six
yeara the soclery spent $30,000 and the Gov-
ernment n like sum in alum:ru.nc to foree the
Indiane to obey the Bishop and to desert Mr,
Duncan. To break down toe colony was thelr
intencion if it did not submit to the spiritual
domination of the Bisho a a rosuit of the
work of tho agents and the Bishop the Indians
sorved formmal notice on the soclety to vacato
1ts houwes in the village and to la& r.h.om alone,
The Governmant now took a hand In the mat-
ter and undortook to enforce the Inw that twa
acres anly shonld be allotted to each Indian,
The man-of-war Cormorant was sant to enforce
the surveyn. With one sccord the Indians re-
solved to seek a homo in a new country, leaving
their colony, thelr houses and farms, thelr an:
cestral lands, their dead and their graveyards
beolind them. Government refured to por-
mit the tmrlnfd and removal of the houses,
#o they were lef hind. A band of emigranta
sought the of an_uninhabited

lon

"lnl?'{hm' ua«' @ h'i u£ Aln;kh. ey ?I‘f:lt:'.l:‘
t their bousehol Food . s
l?;ull'f ﬂllﬂl{elr falth. The wacrad a new

colony, bujlt new houses and have lived there
unmoleated until the present time, Now it s
proposed to take from them almost nine-tenths
of the lands given them by Cong to force
them agnin out into the world and to oot their
poasessionas for the benefit of a few white men
who want to work the zol pl.

Mr. Dunean I8 growing old. For forty years
he hoa Inbored for these Indians, He cannob
hove (o be thelr s“:!da much langer, and (f tha
injustive of Briclsh Columbia is re by the
Congress of the United States his band must
rurlnh or return to savagery., The Inhospita.
ile coast of Alaska offers no other refuge.
Transportation to southern climes would
difcult and there is no unoccupled territory
further south where they could locate.

THE NEW MARKSNMAN'S BADGE.

It Is for Smnall Arms Fraciice, and Displaces
the Waitleok Chloken,

The Natlonal Guard of the State Is no longer
in the poultry business, Perhaps few persons
knew that it was in that businesas, but it bas
beon for just abont four years, It was in Janu-
ary, 1494, that it went into It first., In that
month the Whitlock chicken was bestowed on
marksmen forthe first time, doing away with
the old “fire escape’ marksman's badge; and
now comes A heavy Maltese cross badge for
*“pmall arms practice,’” Just shoolng away the
Whitlock cnickens, and sending them kiting,

When the Guard took up rifle practice, the
decoration—(for so It was called, though it wasn't
miuch more decorative than a policeman’s badge

—consisted of a gilt bar with a year-date on it,
and o gilt medal hung below it, Every time a
man qualified be got an additional bar; when
bhe'd quallflea twenty times hls decoration
had loat any wethetis cliaracter It might bave
bad, and looked uncommonly lke the Indder
that hangs against the side of & ship at anchor
down the bay, Hence It wan called s fire escape,

It was Gien. Whitlock, General Inspector of

Rifle Practico from 1893 to 1897, who hatched
the orlginal Whatlock chicken, The *'chicken”
showed nn eagle—the chicken—asquawking on
topof a " B turgel, which grew out of & land-
seape conslating of the State cont of arms, sur-
rounded by o lsurel wreath, This trophy was
bung trom s bnr marked * marksmen,” which
carriod A movable number depoting the times
that the wearer had %unllnon. It he qualified
ns a sharpshooter, he had two burs; if as an ex-
pert, he had three bars, And he conldn’t have
more than Lthree however well he might shoot,
or however many years he might shoot,

The Twenty-second Regiment was the firat to
ec Lhe chickens, in January, 1804, and now It
n the first to get the new dacoration, Here Isa

pleture of the new medal of Ita exact nat-
urnl slze, The new decorntion isof the same
length, har for bar,as the chicken, but it is
handsomer, An important change may be no-
tieed on the fave of the medal: The decaration
is fasned for proflpiency in *small arms prac
tice," just as in the arimy. Another now point
I8 that the rifle departmont hasndopted the Seyv-
enth Heglment's plan of counting its qualified
membors, In ithat regiment say 1,000 men
gualified ns marksnen, 500 ns sharnshoote

anad 200 as experts, Capt. Palmer, the regi-
menial Inspector of rifle practice, announced
that the regiment hod gunlified 1,700
the Hinte and the other regiments didn't do that
way: M nmarksmon quaiified as a nhar{ahmrnr
his tirst qualifiedtion didn't count, Now the
Hrato has decided ta follow the Seventh's plan
und give noman crodit for everything he doea,

The huidge shown here does not mean that the

distinguished ofMeer of the Twenty-second
Ieciment, who wot it last nizht, bas qual-
ifle’l for thirty-ihiree years; it meana that he han
gunlitied twr-lal{\ “ONe Yiars as s marksman; that
hie baw quidified doring nine of those twenty-
une ¥ears as a sharpshinoter, and during threo of
the nine and tweniyone yoars as an sxoert,

————————

MRS. AMES AND

ALRO THREE LITTLR PIGS, A BARY,
AND THE OWNER OUF THE PIGS.

————
The Siery of an Wxelilng Rvening Mor iha
Young Wife of & Wosditman Whe Was
Tomporarvily Ab LI * Barprises

From the Touth's Companion.

Thore had been for days & great five in the for-
ot np toward Onlon Peak, and ' a strong wind
wan driving it so far toward the settldément on
tha Uppar Nehalom that some of the peopls
watchod [t with fenr. Hut to Jored Ames it
was bringlng a amall harvest of sllver, for he
was o guide an well an & frelghtor on the river,
and fire on Lhe Orogon halghts meant game on
the lower, accessible levels. Jered had taken
two partion af hunters up the river already. To-
day he was away with tho third, and on his re-
turn he must dellver three piga sent to him
tor a scttler named Keegan.

Usually Jered's young wife did not fret at
being loft alone with the vear-old baby, but now
the heat and smoko opprossed her imagination,
and made her think of the end of the world, and
set her wishing for sdme noighbor to talk with,
The baby, tooswas ill at ease In the sultry,
amoke-scented air, and oried fretfully as she

u-l;d to rock it to nln:lrtar her early supper,
rom hior ncnti which was under a pine beliind
the cabin, the Ilitle woman conld wee a Tong
stretch of the path on which her hushand must
return from his boat, but she could not poe hix
boathouse not the river. 1t was
he might como howme that evening. and her
heart was sore with longing to see his tall form
striding toward her. 1t was possible, too, that
somabody, somo nicasenge® or hunter, might
como up tho path to en him s puide or
freighter, and she watched the path lest some
BLPN onld take her by surprise,
While shie rocked the iltﬁa oo and sang to it
letting it llo unhueged on her lap that it might
the coolar, Ity orying ceased, and It seemeil
aboutftoieleep with fta face turned from her.
But l-ultfnnly It shrioked ns If from some in-
stinctive alarm, and turned to her, clutching
with ita feeble [ittle hands and burying ita face
in her Ia The mother, wondering what had
affrighted the chlld, stared down the path, snd
there saw w moving thing which Instantly dis-

B '

p“A dog.'" she thought. “Somebods's dog—
Its_ owner Is coming for Jered. Whoaver it is
will have to stay all night, for It's too Iate now
to back to the settlement, 1 must hurry in
—the man will want sapper.”

She clutched the baby and at her grasp it
sereamed as if in the wildest :error—1 note
which made her agnln wonder w at alled it
Into the kitchen she ran, put the kettlo ngain on
the stove and thrust in soms kindling. Then
she went into her badroom, just ot the kitchon,
and tried o brash her hair and “tidy* hersel?
with one hand while she held the crying baby
with the other.

It struck bher, after a little while, that she
ourht to have heard the footstep or volce or
knock of tue stranger, aud she turned from her
tiny looking glass toward the door of the bed-
room, beyond which was the open door of the
kitchen, Thers stood a full-grown cougar, or
mountain Hon!

She recognized the beast at the first glance,
nlthough she had never seon one before, and in
that one dazed glance she wondered If all wild
bonsts wore ko gaunt and rnalﬂ lmklnf.

In the noxt instantithe wild shiriek of her baby
roused her to nction nnd she threw Ler shoulder
auninst the door Jlumt ns the rusty, tawny, long
body erouched. The Inteh nnng?)od down; then
the door shook as if from one blow of a heavy,
wadded mallet, und who thin partition of up-
right boards rattled and creaked. The little
womng stood in mortal terror and the bahy
which hnd instinctively ceased to cry, presse
ita hend to her bosom and clutehed with trem-
bling hands,

For an_Instant the partition seemed lkoly
to be pushed down; then ghe niother heard the
flerce swoen of wild claws ncross the bonrils,
and then there was a groat crash in the kitelien.
Nothing hut o fall of crockory could mecount for
such nolse, and Mre, Amwes kKiuew that her platen
and cups and saucers, her preserve dishes, her
admired glass pitcher, and probalbly her treas-
ured syrup jug, with the Gorman silver top, hind
all tumbled nt onve from the shelves fnstened
tothe pariition. In aninstant sho was us angry
ns if Jered had upset her chorlshed things; her
cour; camo baok in full l'om1 and sue pu'led
open the door recklessly to scold at tho cougar,

He had been frightened badly alramdy ; he hud
leaped liko a frightened cat ont of the klMchen
at a bound, but he had not leaped aut of the
house. He ha ne the other way, 1ls head

n toward an open interior door when
the preclous crockery fell, and his leap had sent
him into the “front room,” where ho stood sur-
prised, alarmed, awalting something dreadful,

An mngry Mrs, Ames, her baby frightened
into silence by the nolse, openod the hedroom
dooi, she saw in the kitchen looking glaes tho
reflection of the cougar In the front room oyo-
ing her, and she screamed at it with such shrlill-
ness that the scared beast shrank into the dark
space between Lhe “'chest of drawers” and the
norch corner. The mmall woman underatood
instantly that the cougar waa frightoned, and
in the same instant, slipping forward boldly,
she shut the door of the front Toom with a =lam.

The other door and the windows of that
room were all closed, and now Mra, Ames felt
that she was mistress of the situation. The
wougar seemed to feol so, too; while she list-
ened and peeped at the keyholo the wild crea-
turo shuffled wround unensily inside,

“Yes you can snpop round in there, knock-
ing my things over,” sald Mrs, Ames, alond and
vengefully, “hut when Jered comes hotio he
will teach you to snoop!”

She ygazed about at the relics of her beloved
crockery. That awful spectacle made her un-

ler than ever, and then she rememhered n
inothole in the partition through which, by
standing on u chair, she could wateh her foo
nnd taunt. him,

Mre, Amoes hidd ono foo' on the chair when a
fearful scream came from the cougar in the
front room, which was insiantly auswered by
imﬂ such anotber from n spot not ten feer be-
iind lier,  She turned her hend. Well inside
the open back door crouched s second congar,
nol 80 large as the firal, but rather more ovil-
looking. his wus the fornnle. She had stolen
fearfully In to look for her mato. Sho was a
congar suspecting a trap,

Mrs. Ames stared one =ocond at the creature,
then, desperately onfolding her haby ns if to
hide It, sbe stepped forward, uttering terified
and territying screams, nnd pelzed in her free
band the kettle of bolling water that had just
begun to hiss over tho fresh Kindling, Whether
the scronms or the threat ol the kettlo, or the
forwird motion of Mrs, A mes seared the fe-
male cougar wo flight, no une can be sure, but
the cventure turned tall and dasheod out of the
kitchen door.

Then the littlo woman shut that doeor and
bolted It and nugged her baby and kissod it and
began to lanugh hysterloally,  Frightened as she
was, she had n cortain sense that 1t was all very
funny, amd that cougurs wers as ensy (o dedl
with ws cats or hens, Hor nnxiety for the bhaby's
life had quite gons-she folt that she could de-
feat a cougar with her hromostick, not Lo men:
tion her formidable kewtie of hot water,

it Mres. Ames wos not out of her troubles
vel. She heard n great clawhley in the front
room, then silence, nnd she suspaocted the trath,
Rising on the cluelr and leoking through the
knothole, she saw no cougar-he had climbed
out by way of tho big Hreplace and aup the enor-
mous chitmney, As she step) down to the
floor she heard the muffled tall of tho cougar's
leap from the top of the chilmney 1o the big
shingles of the roof.

here wore two of them outside now and she
dared not opon the door of the kitchen orany
outer door, ‘Ihe sun was nearly down, She
LN ted the beasts would be courageous nfier
“"{:se What were they doingl Suddenly she
saw both of them pesring down nt Ler and the
baby through a small, upenriains wind sw
which was botween the roof of tho sbed and
the saves of the hinuse,

Staring st hor—bothYof ithem croucling on
the roof—not fifteen fvel away from the haby!
No wonder the nerves of nobr Uttle Mrs, Anivas
gave wny aginin and shesank down on s kitchien
chair almost in w faint,

Htill she was consclous of those hungry, star-
ing eyes; nnd she could not move—she could
"‘"‘"i’ keep the baby from falling out of her
armal  They stared so dellberately, so glost-
ingly, that it seemed that the next woment
they wou.d crash throush the glass nod down ot
Ler, Now one of them put (ts claw forward
and felt the glass, apd then Legan Lo claw |t
'm-ﬂf as If puzeled at the Invisible obatacle,
Suddonly both rose; they hud heara plgs and
on the Instunt both vanlshed,

Ao tho Inst frnlﬁht so0l up to Jored Ames
with diroctions to dellver It to s settiur natiny
Keegnn, up the Nehalem Hiver, wore those
three bouncing little pige. He wan to deliyver
tham st his convenience.  Now It bud been
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Things move so ravldly lu somo parts of the
Cinnrd that a man doosn't have to serve long be- |
fore he accuminlates n large collsction of thf‘l‘lfl-
A mnn enlisting In Ocloter, 1502, nnd qualily-
Ing that year and vach year sines, wilh unve |
threo varieties of shooting medals before the |

now scason Legins; ana somo men withall throo .

medals will wear them all, too,

Srarrews Hiddle s Polecal,
From the Lowlsille Poar.,

“You have often henrd of the feroclty of
birds, no doubt,” said Willlam Anderson, &
bardy old woodsman, who lives on the lower
Ohlo, “*but Ldoubl It you ever beard of birds
attacking and killing An anlmal that one would
Imagino conld whip three or four ferce curs,
While bunting down I the iats near the mouth
of Gireen Itiver, saveral years ago, [ saw o Inrge
and tlerce skunk hest an ignowlalous retreat
Biler teying in vain 1o best seversl English spar-
rows, und lator, when the akunk had screwed bl
colrage up tn the ._u-‘ulmi point again, | saw
those  pmne  Inslgnifleant-lnoking Jittle birds
tear the pnimal to shreda. When my sttention
woun flrst attractd the sparrows were fiving
from one slide of the thicsel to the other, twit-
tering Hke mad, Whon 1 went to loarn the
vinise the skunk, badly frighiened, was dodglng
from one wide Lo the othor of & log, trying to es
‘eape the suvaae attacks of Lhe feathered tribe,
The birds vido't mind me, but kept dashing |
thuirlittie bills into the skuuk's woll-puuclunrl
ilde. When the skunk slartea across an open

spave Lo the cover of uearby driftw his Lo
monlmr:l:guotd upon blm and ruﬁﬁ the poor

cal's y

wore convenlent to go off with the hunting
ety that day, and so Jered hawld put tho pigs
n the vovered shed, or storehouso, In which
there wis nothing which t ey vould harm,

The plgs, perhups nwlltlur_r the congars, had
hogun 1o squeal Joudly. 'The cougurs found
theno  wonunds  Interesting. leeping tn the
ground, llm{ stareid®into the storebouse through
the chinks in its log walis, then enlnrged some
of these chinks by clawing out chips and hay
und enrth, thon thrust in thels sharp claws and
triod to seige the vign. Hat the pigs, sll the
time squealing louwdly, kept out of the way.

The cougars woch  hegan  looking TS
tiontly wbout for an entrance, They spranyg to
the roof of the slied, but found no opening there,
‘They peerci down from tho edges at the sliles,
Now & hoard that finlshed the ton of the slant
iu-t under ono cdge of the roof had been long
oosened and hung down,  Looklng throngh the
chink, the cougors ssw the appetizing plgs;
they elowed vigorously at the bowrd; it cave
wn'{. and in two seconds both the sinuous ben ta
bad squlruied through the hole and dropped
into tho sbod,

In vaiu did Mra. Ames put her hands to her
ears—nothing could shut ‘out tho shrieks and
wauenls sl boreld growls.  The baby sorenmed
g0 that sbho fenred it would go lule convule
slons; and the lurh!. wis falling fua.,

Then camo a blessed iuterrivtion-a loud
with & distinolly buman

nock corabined

jck ut the boack door, Mre, Auios rose and
opanod It Ihere stood Keegan, the settlor sl
ow the plgs. He come down Lhe river

. and be

m to Inquire for
into the shed through the
cougers ware Wo happily

up the path
mé%-m

THE LIONS

s et
n;lﬁ‘d d-ﬂ take his gun up river with him1"
l.h. No, B ell, now, to think I never thought of

o mes,

"INI:M 1" § :t"h*mw it a minuts,” aaid
Koogan, “Are ere. any oart 1 Goodl
Now, If you've got 'the spunk to f( light
for mae, n'l‘ fateh those congara.’’ 6 ex-

inimed his plan, ra. Amea put the bab
own on the Hmr llllL!‘I' hed and onme ont
nwnd shut the door, and, lum ni Seith exollo-
il(lnm. and fear and oagernoss, bravely holped

feimn,

Sho tied s bunch of paper I‘only about a
hroom  handle and svrinkled kerosens over
the toreb. She stood on o barrel and held thin
Hzht up to the opening the congars made
in the shed. They did pot dare to spring at the
fire, In fact, thay had not fiv ds to de-
ol on any . procesding, for Keegan, puttin
the muzele of the double-barrell throy)

n chink in thae wall of the a whot hoth
noatly, from n distance of slx feot, o charges

“f shot gnnnl solidly, like great bullets, through
the lank bodies,

And thon Mrs, Ames surprised and alarmed
(he settler as never congars could. She went
inl? hystoerion, and was still ﬂldtmu.hlnl
and eryine at once, when her hus cAme
up the path, and held her in his atrong nrms,
and woothed the brave little mother to quiet
while the tired baby went contentedly to sloep.

THADE ONTHH WEST AFRICAN COAST

s Customs Mave Chamgod Liitle fa Pifty
Wrars—Nat No Prafitable Now,

The methods of tradlng on Lthe west coast of
Afrion have changed vary little in the last fifty
years, There ls much improvement In commu-
nleation with eivilized countries, but the natives
themselves are the same old ** heathens who In
thelr hlindnrss bow down to wood and stone.'
The elimate has a groat deal to do with this, and
tho always hot and malarious couutry makes
greatl activity impossible. It ia only when we
read of possible intercational complications,
caused by the tradors of one Kuropean country
eneroaching upon tho cedod rights of another,
thint wo find that the trade s worth llghllrllr for.
This is notably the fact Just now on tho per

Niger, whore Lhe French” traders and the Kng-
lishh ropresentatives of the chartered Hoyal
Nlgor Company have differences to settle. The

French traders used rurumr]r o oonllno their
attontion to their own settlements in Senogal
anil other minor plices, and for somo yenrs thoy

wve had o radl in operation in the region
of the Gambria River, bul lately thelr merchants
have been more progresaive and are vying with
England and Germany for prestige In numer-
ous coust ports, There is now telegraphic com-
munication right down to the Gold Coast, and it
promises to be continued down the wesat ina
southwest cosnts until it reaches Capo Colon
and forms a belt connectlon with the telegrap
up the east const of Alrica.

From the old days when Liverpool and Dristal
vessels indulged in slave teading os a side Issue
until quite recently smart brigs and schooners
waoilld go oul to the coast with o eargo of mer-
chnndine nnd the Captain would be both trader

and navigutor., He would visit & number of
suinll pluces and barter his eargo on board his
uantities of

own ship rarsnlm ofl and small
Ivory, gold dumst, and olther native produce,
Often the \fn:ruﬁu would uceupy r. year or more,
and each vessel would lake, besldes hor crew,
cuopers and mechanivs to asaiet in the loading.
It s smid that often a cask of nl:I which might
be worth 0, han beon exchanged for a cask of
valm oll worth #150; but that was IonTlngo.

The trade has long ceased 1o bo so lucrative,
and though business is still conducted by barter-
ing spirits, tobaceo, cotton goods,and n thousand
and one other things for produce, it s very
rarely Lthat a vessel will trade on her own ac-
count. There sre several lines of maill steam-
slilps that go down the coast from Kuropean
ports, and the merchants huvo trading sta-
tions or * rfactories’ ashore where thes' rocelve
merchinndise from the mail boats, and dispose of
it for vroduce which they prepare for home
shipment, Un the northwest coast, In the
region of the Gambis Iiver, ground nuts—
in  renlity our peanuts—are oultivated
and shipped from the principal port, Hathurst,
te Europe, and nre there crushed and a valunhle
ol exiracted, Going south tlmmsl.':mrtus im-
portance is Monrovin, the capitnl of the little
rmimbhc of Liberin, culied often the American
colony. Furlhersonth nenin comes Sierra Loone,
o large town, and civilized in comparison with
wany other vlaces; in fact, It is compulsory to
wear clothes on fts streets. The Sherbro Hiver
Ia beresbouts, with fts nuwmerous r.radl.nlr Hia-
tions, nnd from this vicinity large quantities of
palm oll and pal kernels are sbipped. Again
®oing south, or rather east, at this point, one
comes to Lngos and the Gold Const, with Cape
Const Castle and Accra as important military
stations, From this district a quantity of gold
and ivory is recelved and in many places rubber
and small quuntities of cotton,  Further down
still, the ports of Honny und Akassa, at tho
muouth of the groat Niger, arodepots where large
hulks are anchored to receive merchandiso and
produce, either from or to the branch stesmers
thit run up the greal river. An enormous trado
In palm oil is done up the Niger.

An one goes south, Ginboon, nnother French
sottlerment, is an_ important point, and here
and further sonth still robber is taken in
Inrge quantitios snd shipped to Europe, where
it vies in quality with the fine South American
vroductse. The Congo Hiver Is becoming very
productive, nod down in this part of the coast
tho elimate s much more endurable; In fuct, It
you go wtill further south to the Porlu-
guese settlement  of 8t. Paul de loanda
the country s  healthier and the climate
gond, Lately the merchants are trying to
cnltivate cotton and jute, and the Iatter
tnkes very kindly to the soll and promises to
rival the best qualities of tho Kest Indies. Palm
oil s not 8o valunble ne it used to be, the low
price of cottonsveld oll and tallow affecting it
vory considerably. It is used principally in the
manufacture of sonp and candles,

CHURCHBUILDING INVARKANSAW,"

How the Immanurl Emancipated Bapiist

Chureh of Zlon Masnged It
Froin the St Louis ilobe: Democrat.

For months the deacons and elders of the
" Tmmanuel Enncipated Baptist Chureh of
Zion, Poiusett county, Arkansaw' bud been
pianning thoit new editlce. It was all the relig-
ous portion of the ecolored population talked
about. Bepging went on right and left. Every
Yourge buck who made a winnin \\ll[ll the
* hones' felt obliged to contribute* foh luck,*
Tha  sombre-visaged chiof elder nsked 1
questionn.  The brown-faced belles mm}:
their offerings, too. Everything of negoli-
ablo valuo was cheerfully taken—pennies, due-
pills, county serip, commissary ** punch-onts,"
ehates, sauerkeiul, and cast-off clothing, The
cilers wero supposed to know how o reduce all
the gifits Lo the eash basis by barter and ex-
change, Labor enough was pledged to bulld a
mile of levee, tho chance of Improssing it when
needed boing tikon strictlyon faith, Across Lhe
color line canh or its Immediste equivalent was
slone expected, that s, money or bullding ma-
terial, curivts lot of personalty nccumudated
on the church site.  Varioty, rather than quan-
tity, characlerized these donations, Ten rall-
road tics, n wtick of “cull” eypress piling,
three or four yards of rough plank wa
| fished  out of the Missisrippl  buckwater,
a  doron plecer of dron  ploe, all  dif-
feront wizes nnd lengths, from s burned cotton
ging afew hundred brickbats that had supported
the gin boiler, one smnll wagon-load of rotten
Hmestone from an old rallroad culvert, i bunidle
of rngged and rusty cotton ties—thns the schods
ule ran,  The denconn and elders watehod the
growth of the pile with honost pride. Tne no-
cumulation of fairly available bullding lumber

rovecded mora alowly, but it was characterized

v groat varlely, too,  There were two osk nnd
two gum allls, wlittle oak and more yellow pine
and oypress fooring material, three doors and
seson winfowa, already glazed, nll of difforent
vizes, and all second-hand; oak and eypross
shingles in equal quantities for about halt the
roof, and corrpgnted lron from an old millshed
for the rest. And so it went.

Tie nearest sawmill tirm was levied on heavll
for donntiong, and gave Iiberally from ita ya
atthe negro's own valuation, " But still more
really werchantable materinl  was neoded—
“oull " lumberlbelng taken with Innocent free
dom and without guestion. For the additional
alull T enshoor ite equivalont—mill labor orders
—munat be pald, Une Saturdsy afternoon the
deacyns und olders all Inid off to make the final
wni jargest payment for raw materinl, Tho
fllod solomnly into the mill man's oMec and lunﬁ
oft their hate,

* White falks, wo has come to buy de lumbah
foh ouah house o worahip,”

CCAN right, elder, how much do you want)
Tho mill i-n't running this afternoon hecause s
wany of the men hid to help dig the church
foundation, but we enn start in l‘imudar oarly
and cut ‘or right throueh," and vislohs of,
weok's prolltanle run filtted through the mil
man‘smind. He nddoa: * Have you the bill of
dimenslons made out "

“ No,sahibur wo in f;nl the money," thisfvery
proudly, ** Wethought yon would fgger up de
pheres foh e

" Well, Lain't o earpenter, but mayho | oan
fix you. How much do you wish to piy 1"

Then bowan an exploration of patehed and
ragEed spparcl on the part of the whole dologa-
tion, The mill man thought he wns going to
gCLn bundred at least from each delegate, His
eyos began to bulge—mild avarice (lluminated
bils enfire \'Iurn. Up enine the fHrst brown and
borny flar, L clutched threo guarters and
elgbt nickels, Hack it went, and this time du
doep, The net result was another nickel an
seventeen covpers. The mill man looked leass
avaricious now. The remainder of the delega-
tion hud meanwhile been conducting seurches
on thelr own account.  In about half an hour
the maobillzed fund lld)' before the sawyer,
"Count hit, boss," and his every move was
clomely seanned until the task was anmu?.
Very soun the sawyer looked up, contempt fn
every Hus of Wis faoe,

" And you want to got lumber enough for the
eburch with this 1"

“Wall, white folks, we Kinder oh spocted it
would fin’ o nalls, ton, You keeps 'om in yoh
commissnry stoh,”

The mill’ man_ was from the North, and he
swore. That pile contained one single puper
dollar, six silver dollars, two Iabor ordem for H0
ot:wu uéximh..nd’ rfkh. mm.dl.m'" i:in ls:.v;:‘. us?-
orn, dimes, nickels, and pennles- all
told. Neitbher of Its late nustodisns would bave

turned It over o his feliow tteaman for
ALY reAsOn.

Shylock Should Have
Known of

: MALT EXTRA

IT MAKES *

FLESH AND BLOOD

SARAH BERNHARDT Says:

' *1 appreciate the good results obtained by the use
of JOHANN HOFF'S MALT EXTRACT.” I

FIGHT OF TUE MONITOR.

NEW LIGHT ON THE FAMOUS EN-
GAGEMENT IN HAMPTON ROADS.

¥Major Jamea ©, Long of Tiskilwa, [IL, Whe

Feught en the Merrimac, Mays Thero Are

Nomo Misspprohenslons About the Fight—It

Was Not Melodramatic and “*Wasa Draw.”
From the Chicage Record.

TiekiLwa, 11, Feb, 27.—On the morning of
March 8, 1862, hearts of the nation, North and
Bouth, stood still while the Monitor fought the
Meorrimac to a draw in Hampton Roads. Or
either crew there nre few survivors, The death
of Adwiral Worden recently removed the last
officer, and the last mun but one of the Monitor
while of the 370 men on the Merrimuc that day,
not more than a corporal’s guard are living now.
One of these men is Major James C. Long of Tis-
kilwa. He Is only 52 years old, and 50 was only
16 when he went through this historic battle
that revolutionized the naval architecture of
the world. Hut his recollection of the eventful
dny is very cloar and distinot.

Major Long was born at Chattancogs, Tenn.
From her doorway his mother was able to see
by day and night most of the famous battle of
Lookout Mountaln, At an early age he entered
Annapolis Naval Aeaderny and npon the out-
break of the war he followed the lead of the offl-
cers who sided with the South and was piaced
innwidshipman’s borth. In this capacity he
served on the Merrimne. A large proportion of
the officers at Annapolls refused to Oght the old
flag, though some of them were men of Bouthern
birth; but most of the Southerners there es-
poured the cause of the Confederacy.

The Merrimac was the old United States frig-

nte of Lhint name robuilt. She was remodalled
B0 that she was really only a floating battery,
Geclures Major Lang.” She was armored to the
water line, but not below [t. She drew twenty-
three feet of wilor, but she had such a load on
ber upper works in the srmor that she carriod
tlint she wus topheavy and could never have
Hyed io n rough sca,  She was 8 sloam vessel, of
course, but inelined to ba unwieldy and slow and
avwkward in the handling.

“sShe did wot enjoy the unlimited confidence
of her crew,” sayas Major Long.  *Wo were
afraid shie might get a ram or & shot below the
farmor belt, ani in that avent we undertood that
our chiunee of escape would bo small, We shonld
have bt nomoro chancoof making land than had
the crow of tho Cumberlund, which we sunk the
the day before, uud which went down with her
flag up, her guns fringat us and hor crow cheer-
ing to the last. If the Monitor bnd rammed us
there ur hiud heen able to depreas her gune so ns
10 lnnd n shot or two there, it would have been
no drown battle,

*Thore are some singuiar misapprehensions
about the fight,” says Mujor Long, "It is
gonoral boeliof tost Lhese two ships steamed
about in Hamwpron Roads, each manmuvreing to
find the other at disadvantage, sometinmos grag-
pling, almost, and Hring all the tiwe; that, in
fuct, their guns kept up n continuous roar, This
was nol so.

“The Monitor arrived in Hampton Roads on
the nighit of March 8. O that dny the Merrl-
mac hud been demolishing the Foderal woodoen
ohips at her ploasure, Sho was vroof aguinst
thelr projoctiles, and could shatter them with
shot und ram at will, On that day she sunk the
Cumberland, burned the Congress and left the
Minnesuta aground, o picked prey for the fol-
lowing day. On moving out to renew her work
the next morning she found herself onposed by
the Monitorand the battle ensund;: i e wooden
ahips, the belpless victima of e day before,
belug slmply snoctators,

“The Hght Iasied six hours, but It was not
melodramatic connonnding. In tho six Lours
the Monitor fired only forty one shots and the
Merrimac only forty-aix, a total of eighty-seven,

he Monitor “earriod two zuns, the Merrimae
eloven, so that the plecos averngod less than
seven shots oach, Thers were tinies when sev-
eral roports saame within the space of & fow min-
utes. but this did not often happen,

“We had orders to fire whenever we could
bring & gun Lo boar, rogardless of oLher clreum-
stunves, ‘The only quallficntion of this order
was thal Lhe shols bo delivered at the shortest
possible range. Much time was consumed (n
menmuvring the ships, each trying to get as
much advantage an posnible while allowing the
least to [ts adversary, The Monitor's two guns
were pluced mide by slde, but were never fired
simuliapeously, no matter how good tho o por-
tunity. The Merrimac's eleven guns were placed
four on n wlide, Lwo at the bow and one com-
mauding the stern. She might bave fired broad-
slden, but never did during the whole ongage-
ment, principully ause the Monitor was sy
winill m target that the broadside guns could not
bo brought to be bear on ber at once,

“ Providence or fate or blind luck or min's
laek of foresight, so nreanged the ninmunition
and armawent of both ships that nefther one
could win on thet day, The Monitar had two
gimoothbore shell guns, not adapted to (he high
prawsiure grodueced by the use of solld shot, s
which, possibly, woula have been dangerous It
solid chot were wsod, uniess the powder charee
wore modifled. She was undor ordors from the
ordnance  departient not to excesd tifteen
poun (s of powder, but she used solid shot,

" The Merrimue had a ne armament of Inrge
calibre rifles, and could burn any smouny of
I:umier in them, but she had 101 expected 8 do

sttle with another ironelad, and as shells were
far more effeclive agnins! woolen slilpn thun
wers sulld shot. she earried nothing else,

"The result of those Inndaptations wis o sin-
gular Inefeiency in both ships. The Monitor
could peg wolid shot at the urrimac, but at
only abaut hall the proper velocily., Some of
Lheso xbot started our soatis and we had some

ol armor plates, but none of thews injuries
ware surlous, It huppened that pone of the
Monitor's Hghtnlng struck us Lwico (o Lhe safe
place.  On the otner hand, the Merrimac, while
able to low powder  envugh W give

sholls  the higher muzzle veloclty,

not strike o telllng blow with theln
against the Monltor's smooth iron turret, be-
caliwe they wers deflclent in welght. They hit
the mnrk, but Ihr.'i{, shattered ns Larinlessly as
snowhballs wonld bredk againat w bapn, 'hey
wera percuselon sholls and broke on contact,
The one thut burst outside 1he sgraled pore
Ihmurll which Comnander Wordon wans loaking
wWas Ll pit inflicted damnge of con-
soquence, and it nort the wan, uot the Monltor,

I the Merrimao hnd used solid sbiot, as did
the Monitor, there s little rearon Lo doybl List

she would bhave won, The Monilor's turrel
could hardly have stpod the hamierivg, 1f the
Monitor, on the othor hand, hnd r.nrerd unn
equsi to those we Lad, so thiat she could have
?urltd Eer-wllld l}l‘ml with the gnlur.ul ible

she wou AVE out Lo pleces, Her pro-
mwwu ve through our trs:u

and dismounted our guns, killed our men and
wrecked our machinery. But none of these
things wers to be.

"‘ﬁ:‘ln was ono of the world'a great naval bat-
tles in which both sides ware the aanme uniform.
The men on the Merrimac were largely from the
United Htates Navy, and still wore the blue.
Another reason for retaining this color was the
fact that it alone seemed to stand the action of
snlt water: at least no satisfaclory substitute
had been found for It

*' The similarity of uniforms complicated our
pinns in the event of our rding the Monitor
and taking her by hand-Lo-hand Ilght. a8 Wo ex-
Fecl to do. In such a mix-up there would be
ittle chance to distingulsh friond from foe. Weo
prepared to board, however, and marked our-
selves by tying on white sashes or white cloths
around our left arms. [ wore a sash. Once we
wight hnve bonrded the Moultor. It was when
we mnde a feable effort to ram her and falled
our commander fearing the effect of a hard
shock on the Merrimac's frame and ltnprln.z
ngninst the Monitor with a gentle bump that
hurt no one. We slid apart, firing a shot or
L:-u. "but there was no ramming and no

arding,

"Durﬁm the progreas of the flzht we learned
to get our bodies out of the way of the Monitor's
fire. We soon grow expert at judging her {n-
tentions, and could tell when a shot was com-
ing nnd about where it was likely to hit us, We
cleared onr ports whenever she was about to
pay usg one of those complimenta, Our poor old
smokestark, however, couldn’t dodﬁv. and ft
was riddled with shot, large and small—in addl-
tion to tho perforations perpetrated by the flest
tho dny before—till it was mostly ho This
interfered with our furnace draught considera-
biy, but did no vital demage.

* 1 was out on deck but once. Our pllothouse,
well forward on our low freeboard, had been
taken nway as a needlens and cumbrous affair,
and the commander occupled a hatchway whers
it had stood, thrusting his head above the deck
now and then to keep n survey of the scene. 1
erept out of & port and carrfed word of some
kind to him. Yankes gunner on one of the
Alips came near saving mo the troubls of & re-
turn to my station, missing me not over four
feut with n small pieco nt good long range. I
hnd been feeling very brave, but I lost no time
getting under cover,

1t is another erroneons imwuinn that the
Monitor was all that saved ashington and
New York and the other Federal seaports from
the Merrimac. The Merrimne could never have
reached any'of them. Shedared not try the short
ocenn voyage, nud she drew too much water;

sides which she must have sventually sue-
cumbed to the pounding sbe would bave got
from the Federal fleet. She could never have
lived through the punishment of the guns of
Fortress Monroe if she had tried to go to Wash-
Ington, and the shallow Potoranc would never
havelet her get there, She would have falled
In the same manner 1o reach Now York,

“*She could not oven have defended the Con-
federnte capital ngainat the Monltor if tho Mon-
ftor hnd chosen to go there. The Monitor's
lghtdraught would have permitted her 1o pro-
coed up the James River aud to shell Rlehmand
into ruinu. For some reason she did not em-
brace his chiance. und In the meantime the
Confederates blocked the river with obatruc-
tions and torpadoss, and that movement thare-
after became imposaible, The Merrimao was n
terror to wooden ships, but she was not & ship
herself, in the full senee of the term—nothing
more than i r!mtlnf battery.'

Major Long was Inthe hlockade running ser-
vive of the r_.'antcdernﬁ and did dutyin its navy
in other eapacity—part of the time in englneer-
ing work—till he was captured, near the close of
{.Imtu;m. ?'oun ntfler !Iﬂi rlalel;ao at Ehl close of
1oatilitien ho got & place in the englneer corpa
of the United gtam and beis there atill, "B?l
now nssistant enginesr in charge of the cast-
eri section of the Hennepin Canal,

My, Thompaon's 84,000 Raddia
From the Galveston Daily News,
The rich!y bespangled saddle of the Mexlean
ranchero has finally been eclipsed, and by an

Amerlean. The remarkable saddle which has
won this distinction for the United States is
owned by 1. W. Thomupson of Sania Barbar
Cal., and js worth 4,000, Tbeollvarnudnﬂ
nrmj In its decoration aro alone worth 8250,
Whlle Mr, Thompson's home Is In Santa Bar
barn, he has an extennive ranch in Ventura
county, Cal, and It is here that s makes use of
hin notablo property, The saddle is of typleal
Mexiean pattern, with & high pommel. wall
hollowed seat, and the most elaborato of trip.

plngs,

Tﬁu work wan done In Hanta Barbara under
AMr, Thompsan's own supervision, and s such
a8 vuly the Spanish could produce, Tho saddle
{8 of fine emboused leather, set thick with sliver
buttons and roseties; Lhe mmael in Inganed
with silver, the corners of the apron are tipped
with It, and the stirrups are faced and odgad
with silver hall an Irch thlek, olaborntely
chnsed and carved, The saddle-tree s bung
wilh wilver rings to answer the vaquero's re-
qulrements,

The girth which secnres the snddle in plnoe i
woven from horses' manes by native artisans,
and Is fully elght inches hmud’.. The relns, mar-
tingalo, and whip are composed of salid ullver
n woven strands, Thoe noadsiall Is coversd
with fluted sllver, with Iarge silver rossites st
the slde and an elaborate nose plece with n sll.
ver chaln under the inw. The bridle, relns, and
ncconsorien weligh about twelve pounds,

KEvery yoar Mr, Thompeon adds something to
the exquinite beuuty and value of the dle,
although it has already coat o mom which repre-
wents a very comlortable yearly Income,

Teans Com

¥ Eata © ated Lye,
From the New Orleans Times Demoorat.

" Btrange, pHant subject is this buman frame;
adapia itsell to ‘most anything! Feed It on |
alcobol o while and it craves more; wive it
arsenio, stevehnine, or any old poison and &
ernving is nt once set up," 8o began a nopular
rullroad “talking man"” ax he drew hack
from his typowrlter and wiped his glasses,
“On my recont Irlp tu wesl Texan ’ eame
upon a come In point. Out beyond Fort Davis
there Is a so¢tion of country which for
unadulterated alkalinity bests anything on
arth. What water thero i tastes somewlisre
iween chator oil and vichy and sods, while
every bit n‘ldplnm and lnlmll{ll’n Las booulie so
Impregnated with esustic potash that lonvos
and skine, barks and furs glisten like the cos-
tumie of a ballet dancer in s *féerle,” and nikali
bpas boome us necessary (o thom us drink loa
dipsomauine,
“Iuaw one family who had lmbibod and eaten
such guantitics of aiknline matter that the neu-
trallzing effoct of the alixhiest acid was toriure
1o them, what they oraved belng more anid more
of the burning salts, In thoeir componito kitohen
and dinlug room 1 noticed & row of bright now
tin cans upon o shelfl, T first took thomn to Le
condensed milk, but plelure my horror when |
the mistross of the bouse tnok down one of the
oans, which I then saw was concontrated Iye,

opened It aud gave n heaping spoonful to each

of the children all around, They licked It down
d went back l

wilh exident bt and weni
[0

e

CHOCTAW BALL PLAYING,

ALMOSYT AR LIVEILY A GQAME Ax Tum
PFOOIRALEL OF THESE DAY,

Tlaying far an;; Ninkrs — Mieking Ap
ter the Games, wilh Nometinies W °
Rranite,—~ Leagtaintton Franght 1o Wenr,

From the Momphis Commercinl 4y geal

Jaokeon, Mis,, Feb, 24 —Oceasionnlly tn cop
tain towns of the Btate one happens ipon oa
Indian stolldly lingering around thie door ofa
supply store or sitting 101y In the sanshine with
hin unsold stock of baskets disposed nroung
him, He Is not fair to look upon; muny landg
and looms have contributed to the dirty rolreyg
that he wears, and his siralght, Black hale tenipe
fles to n lifelong Immunity from the cowly
Rajrgred, Ignorant, and uncloan, heis n lidooye
parody on hia ancestors: apitiful exarpie of
the degeneracy wronght by clvilization; an fy.
earnate admisslon of raclal Incapacity, 1ripe
town be one of the very few In Missinsineg
where whinkey can be obtained by any primitive
artifice, ho Is'more than lkely to bo under (g
Influence. It were not for such capinl e
minders, the avorage citizen would forget »
any remnant of the unfortunnte and docadong
race still existed in hllnmlpr. Yel inonrtaln
counties of the Sinte thex exiat Inconsiternhig
numbery, Sometimes, however, it chances 11
poople are reminded of this contingent by 1.
ods more startling and unique, as, for (netance,
when a “ball play ™ (s pulled off between ope

Ing settiementa, A very rocent ciko (Il
rales how hilarious and sensational theso litg)s
iversions sometimes me, Ata ' hall play
eold noar (‘anhﬁu a few weoks Ago stveral
ravea were kill and others woundod as

consequencs of the game.

The In Ian population of the State is confined
to s few countles, lefly Newton, Leske, Jap
r, Scott and Neshoba, Of courss, in all parig
the Htate Inolated instances oceur whern
few Indians or bail-breed descendants retuain,
but the counties montioned are the onl{ unee
which have anything like sn appreciable Inidisg
Bcnu..ltlnn. The Inst consus qives the Sinte

088 of them, of whom fully nine-tenthsare
Choetaws. In Tact, of all_the tribes that once
lived in Missinsippl, the Yazoo, Biloxi, Pas g
gouls, Chicknsaw and olhers, only the Choctaw

remalns,

Clvilization bas done as little for the Missie
aippl Indian as for his brother In _the Territory,
},n nglu of efforts to civilize and Christinnize,

o han the same exhaustive and absorbing
thirat that renders the Indlan question such s
problem (o the Department of tho Interior,
Ah-ndunln1 his wigwam for an uninhabitable
hut, ho han lost even the element of pleturesques
ness that once distingulshed bim, The hutin
which he lives, aa a usual thing, In poculiar for

dirt, squalor, and the general absence of furnk
ture. ere Is one ng he never Iacks, hiows
ever, and that is & full and varied as

hounds of high
. The majority of . Indiaus
do mnot own land, but are mere tenants
upon whnat Is koown as the “ahare ayse
tem,” whereby one glves half of what he makes
during the year for the rent of the land and
utensils furnished. This is the general rule,
ulthough there are several exceptional canes
where Indians own thelr own homestends,
During the spring and early summer he hedgos
and ditches about In the ordinary fashilon with
his patches of cotton, corn, and tobacco. Hug
when Lhess labors actually necessary to his
existence are completed, he feels the impulss of
his sav ancestors stir within his slug
sh blood. Then all atterapts to confine
Im to routine are unavalling. veral of
thom usually band together to go u
hunt. Hui% entablished their cimp in the
swamp or territory whereln they intend to huni,
they leave the squaws and paponses Lo take rara
of it while they seatier over the surrounding
country, What part of the procecds af the
chane remains after tho common pot has beun
provided for is sold In_the nearest Lown, (ne
Indian is delegated to do this, so that the olbers
may continue the sport wlamm. Intormiasion,
1f whisker can be gotten, the returns aro always
devoted to Ils prurchase; If nol, there is & possl-
that the women may be rowarded with a
bright ribbon or a shawl of varleguied
colors. "%ﬂ. hunts frequently last for weeks
at o time,

The most typleal and rrerhum tho only diver.
sion of the Indians outside of the chase is what
nown as a ** ball piny.,” The rnmo I8 of vory
oat lnthnlhy. havli robably been played
or & thousand years, ars o very close ro-
semblance to all of the varlous kinds of hall
amen played by other nations in (ts leadiug
rinciples, but the Indians add a dash of savaice
erocity and primitive energy and enthusinsm
hat finds parhaps its only parallel In a modern
football game. The ethnologist might indeed
draw some curious and interesting conclusions
t the common origin of different peoples
from Lhe natonishing similarity {n their ganies,
this game in particular. What is known in
Canmda as lacrosse, tennis, battledors and
shuttlecock, golf and otber kindred sporte, are
mere specles of the same gepus. o lmnles
ments of the gnme are two very peculinr il
stickn” and a ball very much like an ordinary
ball. The sticks aro made of tough nicces of
hickory and sre about two and a half fert lnne,
The end of the stick is made thin so it can he
bent Into a bow; afier It ls bent and bowed (1L ia
tied with strings. The fleld is any smooth space
solected by mutual consent, and poles are
sot wp at each end as goals, at n distance
of about 200 yards from each other. Any
number can play on each side. the teams
usually ranging from twently Lo forty. Pre
vious to the gamo a scaffold is erected,
on which the bels are to be deposited. Skips,
olothos and other thingsof that sort that are
wagered on the result are tled tog:ther nnd
thrown up on top. Ponies that are staked on
the lssue are tied to the supporting poles, and
dogaare attnched in a aimilar way, when their
respective owners bet them upon the game,
The Indian_bets everything in ni;iht, even his
clothea. No instinct {s so strongly developed
among them as that of gambling. he loss of &
** ball play’ froquently means months of domoes:
tle inconvenlence untll the pots and utensils
staked upon the last game can be replaced. In.
deed, it has frequontly been sald that the In.
dian is fond of & ball game not so much for the
sport there In In {t as for the opportunity for
gambling which it affords,

“hile the saunws waloh the gmceudlum ant
fously from the outskirts of the fleld, the ar
rangements for the play are “mﬁ forward. The
men are disposed about the fleld In the best
positions suited to them, The swiltest runnors
aro placed in the fleld, while the nblest and
slrongest pln}{nﬂ are placed at the poles of their
opFﬁnentl. Lt agiven signal the gamo bogina,

Tho ball In thrown upand there is an immo
diate rush for it. Handa are nut allowed to be
used. hut the dexterity they attain in the use of
the stivks is remarkable. They pick It up from
the eround on the run with them, and throw it
with incredible foroe and accurncy at their
poles. The object of the game is to wirike the
pole with the bsll. Aws soon as the ball strikes
the und they aro after It agnin. It s no
child’s play wolther, for all of the players are

f them almost middle 11::1!. nnd
blood and bruises are juent. Whon the
riicks siriko a playoer, by accident or design,
they seldom fall 1o leave a red streak or gush us
& mewento. %

The endurance displayed Is ineredible. Under
& hol sun, for they serm portial to that sort of
temperature when playing the gname, with very
few clothes, without any sort of intermission 1o
spenk of, they tug and strain and wrestle, throw
and catch for hours at a time, Two forty-minite
nlves are consldered a prett
game, and then an intermission of twen:y
minutens ia uuuullf had between, The length of
this gatue ls regulated by the score, twoelve cone
stituting the game,

All the tme of the play the squaws are golng
around with water, chivering thelr particulore
braves on to victory, The mangy dogs on the
outskirts catch the prevalling exvitement and
forzet thelr Noos in watchful interest.

When tho laust ballis thrown up then comos
the tug of war, Oune slde nlrendy has eloven,
and the next will decide thoe question in the s
favor. Then in the time for their opponents 1
put forth the mowst Herculenn efforts tu pre-
vent thelr rjvals (rom scoring and also to il
their own #fecord. Suddenly n player on the
wevalling sile eatches the nimble sphere b
ween his two sticks, There In o rush st o
and (n frout of him to stop the bal in its et
Whack! the extended sticks liave been In voim,
and unolher score (s reglstered, ;

Then the victorious side rushes tothe plat
form whereupon reposas the spalin opinu. bl
brave solects his winnings amid the woelin
tions of his crowd and the dead sile [
opponents, who withrdraw to s rea
dl'i.:'ml distance. The victorious
uged with compliments from admiring sp
tors und the relgn of Joy is nt hand, :

Now (he amlable Cancnsinn geis In his sork
He ft anid 1o their credit, the Indlans would
probably disperse witliout more i1l feoling 1 nn
u defeut nu'eslnrll}' engenders after a terione
conteat were it not for a certnin swishing ke
element of the whites that is always preseoan o
theso occanlons, They come 1o bet npon i o
sults of the game snd Lo brewd o generial s "
ance nmong tho natlves. Tloy usunlly eivet
Intlans enough whisk r{ to make
Ingly drunk, and then the reign of
I dend carnest. At Hrst the alterin!
hariiess and confoned Lo sl boasting:
ok the Influenes of the lguor banishes
wiraint, things bdgin to gr BEy searine
er, snd, before any ono thie whoie e
in in an Indiscriminate tght, Th
frequently serlous, and often re:
M Inte years there have been very oW !
ploys that have not terminsted fn oo des
two within forty-wight hours. The wo
might be expected, wet the part of pes
an fur as they can, but fram tho peonilin
atntus of leminles among Todias, their o
Is not regnrded as of minch Tmportian
tinies the general debsuch swill vontl
or three dayw, at the ood of whioh 1 iy
&0 home to feel the sweets of victory fur !
days to come, or Lo drosm of revengo anil s
cvss ot an early date,

The Legislature of Missipsippi ar
siun puiesed o luw probibiting |
anywhero near an Indian ball 1 !
Itillegal to bet upon the sanic, |
miwht bavoe stood the inhibioon of wii=ke

ity
bit of

lengthy foot bull

1WA,

its Jasl

e wihi

whon leelslution sttempted to aio
cherlsheod custom of u-\mLimg_ which, moret!
soything els, gave Litorest aind exeltoment o
tho sport, It struck a deathbiow ot the sl

itaoll, Elthar the Inw will beaisreganted o tho
gnine will discontinued. It is wore thug

probable that the Orst alteruative will be e
one sdoptoed. ;




